COLORADO COUNTY COURTHQUSE HABS No. TX-3400
Courthouse Square

: : e
Columbus H;‘"\Qf; £
Colorado County TEA
Texas bir o o
ICRENIY

WRITTEN HISTORTCAL AND DESCRIPTIVE DATA.
REDUCED COPIES OF MEASURED DRAWINGS
PHOTOGRAPHS

HISTORIC AMERICAN BUILDINGS SURVEY
NATICONAL PARK SERVICE
DEFPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
P.0. BOX 37127
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20013



HISTORIC AMERICAN BUILDINGS SURVEY

COLORADO COUNTY COURTHOUSE |
HABS NO. TX - 3400

Location; Courthouse Square (bounded by Walnut Avenue to the north, Travis Avenue to the _
east, Spring Avenue to the south, and Milam Avenue to the east), Columbus, Colorado County, S

Texas. L
F/ ABS

s

USGS Columbus, Texas Quadrangle. Universal Transverse Mercator Coordinates: -
14.738030.3288540. { : )

L - 0 et/
Present Owner: Colorado County o .

Present Use: Courthouse and county offices.

Significance: Built in 1890 by prominent Texas architect Eugene T. Heiner, the Colorado

County Courthouse in Columnbus, Texas is a production of the political atmosphere in Texas and

the prosperity of the community in the late nineteenth century. The availability of state funding

for each county to construct a courthouse encouraged a surge in courthouse architecture. Heiner's
building in Columbus reflects the style of the period with its combination of French Second

Empire, Renaissance Revival, and Italianate influences. The roof and tower of the courthouse

were destroyed in a storm in 1909 and were replaced with Classical detailing and a center dome.

At this time an interior stained glass dome was placed in the district courtroom. This courthouse
is an excellent example of an evolution of stylistic trends and has represented the focal point for
Colorado County civic life for over one hundred years.

PART 1. HISTORICAL INFORMATION
A, Physical History:

1. Date of erection:1889-1891, The Colorado County Commissioners’ Court hired
Eugene T.Heiner as architect on June 26, 1889, Martin, Byrne, and Johnston were made
contractors on October 1, 1889. Comerstone was laid in a ceremony on July 7, 1890. The
completed courthouse was accepted by the Commissioners’ Court on April 4, 1891,

2. Architect: Eugene T. Heiner (1852-1901), of Houston, Texas, noted for his des:gns of
Texas county courthouses and jails. Heiner began his Houston practice in 1877 after _
moving from Terre Haute, Indiana. He designed 14 county courthouses in Texas between
1881 and 1898 and 13 county jails between 1878 and 1895, Other notable works include
the Leon and H. Blum Building (1879) and the Kauffman and Runge Building (1882),
both in Ga.lvesxon, and the Houston Cotton Exchange (1884) and Houston High School
(1895) in Houston, Texas. Heiner often used a mix of Second Empire, Italianate, and
Renaissance Revival styles throughout his career, with Romanesque Revival influences
especially evident after the late 1880s. ‘

3. Original and subscquent owners: Colorado County, 1889-pfcsent.
4. Original and subsequent occupants: This building has served as the seat of Colorado

County government from its erection until the pesent day. Other governmental agencies
have occupied small portions of the building at various times. Examples include Works
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Progress Administration and other New Deal program offices during the Grcat
Depression.

Deed records indicate that the Mexican Government, through empresario Stephen Austin,
conveyed a league and labor of land (including the current courthouse square) to :
Elizabeth Tumlinson on August 13, 1824. The land was partitioned between Elizabeth
Tumlinson's six children on December 19, 1833. Her eldest son, John J. Tumlinson, was
awarded Lot 2 of the parcel. James Wright, as executor of John Tumlinson, sold the land

to W.B. DeWees on September 6, 1834, DeWees and his business partner, JW.E.

Wallace, platted the townsite of Columbus on the site in 1837, DeWees and Wallace

gave two squares (blocks) within Columbus to the Colorado County government on

March 8, 1841. This conveyance included the current courthouse square. Colorado

County has held title to the land to the present.

5. Builder, Contractor, Suppliers:

Builder: Martin, Byrne, and Johnston of Colorado City, Texas
Furniture: Clark and Courts of Galveston, Texas

Bell: Clinton E. Meneely Bell Co. of Troy, New York

Clock: Seth Thomas of Thomaston, Connecticut

6. Original plans and construction:

Original plans for the building have not been discovered, however, the original g}
specifications for construction were found in the archives of neighboring Bastrop County o
and are now housed at the Colorado County Courthouse. 5 IR

The Colorado County courthouse retains its original three-story height and modified

Greek Cross plan with projecting central bays. However, the building was originally-

covered by a deck-on-hip roof with metal cresting around the edges of the deck. Atall
tower rose from the center of the building, terminated by a sharply pitched deck-on- h1p o
roof featuring four thin corner turrets flanking centered clock faces, each located withina .~ -
gabled dormer. Small pediments were located above the roofline above each projecting - -
central bay. Construction was of load-bearing brick with Belton limestone trimmings. The
specifications make no mention of the current interior glass dome. o :

The existing 1882 iron fence around the site was incorporated into the Heiner désig_n. N

7. Alierations and additions:

There have been several major alterations to the courthouse building. The tower roof i
and parts of the west wall were destroyed during a storm resulting from a 1909 hurncane
Houston architect F. §. Glover was hired to design a replacement for the portion of the -
building that was destroyed. His design consisted of a round Classical Revival copper -~ =
dome with the drum rising from a square base. A clear glass skylight was at the center of
the dome. The roof was changed to a cross gabled form. The gable endseach havea -
prominent pediment atop the entire gable with dentils on the pediment and cornice. - .
Larger, more detailed pediments were added above the projecting bays. The dome 1tself

still contains the original four clocks and the original bell sits atop it, though atthe time -
of the 1909 work, the clock was not repaired. Possibly during this construc tion pcnod the S
interior glass dome was placed over the District Courtroom ' .. e

In 1939, the Works Progress Administration worked on the buﬂdmg, cnlargmg thc
basement and painting the exterior brick of the bulldmg a cream color Thc pamt -alte
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the original color contrast between the brick and stone elements of the structure. At this
time the copper dome was also painted and the clock was repaired.

On November 9, 1942, the iron fence that encircled the courthouse grounds was removed
and sold as scrap to help the war effort.

In 1951, the county hired the Houston office of architect Wyatt C. Hedrick's firm to
expand the office space of the building by adding two one-story, brick, flat-roofed
structures on the south facade flanking the main entrance. These structures did not match
thelgxg.::k color of the courthouse, nor did they match the detail used on the original
building.

An acoustical tile dropped ceiling was added in the District Courtroom in 1960 in
response to glass falling from the interior dome. Winds from Hurricane Carla caused
considerable damage to the dome and roof in 1961, making more repairs necessary.
Eventually, the clear skylight at the top of the dome was closed and the stained glass
dome was dismantied and stored in the attic of the courthouse.

In 1975, an elevator was installed on the northeast side of the building serving the
basement, ground, second and third floors.

In 1978, an extensive restoration of the courthouse was begun under the supervision of
local designer Arthur J. Willrodt. The exterior of the courthouse was cleaned and
repainted, the dropped ceiling was removed, the stained glass that had broken was
replaced and the dome reinstalled. The dome skylight that had been closed was not
reopened. The woodwork was cleaned, restored, and restained and revarnished. Original
arble flooring in the entrance hallways was uncovered, and handicap entrance ramps were
installed. Central air conditioning and heating units were installed. Electric fixtures were
repaired and replaced and a fixture suspended from the interior stained glass dome was
custom made.

B. Historical Context
1. Colorado County and its courthouse from 1836 to 1889

Colorado County was one of the original counties of the Republic of Texas, created in
1836, although with different boundaries than today. The county is located in southeast
Texas along the coastal plains of the state. Most of the county lies within the Post Oak
Savannah vegetative region, with the far north within the Blackland Prairie, and the far
south inside the Gulf Prairie area. Soils in the county are good for farming, mainly
consisting of sandy and sandy loams in the post oak belt, and loamy uplands in the
blackiands. Very rich alluvial soils are found in the river bottoms. The altitude of the
county varies from 151 to 450 feet, sioping downward toward the Gulf of Mexico 10
the southeast. The Colorado River, the largest river in Texas whose watershed is totally
within the state, bisects the county from northwest to southeast. Cotton has historically
been the predominant crop in Colorado County, but today rice and corn are the
principal crops, with cotton, hay, and soybeans also cultivated. Beef and dairy cattle
are also found in the county. Gas and oil fields are present, as are substantial sand and
gravcl pits. Businesses are mainly based on agribusiness and petrochemical services
155) In 1990, 18,383 people lived within the county, a

slight drop from 1980. There are three major cities in the county. Columbus, the

. county seat with 3,367 inhabitants, is located in the north central part of the county.
Eagle Lake is the largest city with 3,551 people, and is the trade center for the eastern
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part of the county. Weimar, in westem Colorado County, has 2,052 persons (1992~
1993 Texas Almanac, 207).

Early European explorers traveled through present-day Colorado County. The explorer
Sieur de la Salle passed through Colorado County in 1687, crossing the Colorado River
near the site of Columbus. Martin de Alarcén crossed through the areain 1718, and the
Marquis de Rubf passed near today's Columbus in 1766 and 1767 (The Handbook of
Texas, 378). In 1809, the Spanish governor Cordero laid out the Atascosito Road,
which crossed the Colorado River at today's Columbus (Colorado County Chronicles,
32). The road became a major thoroughfare between the scutheast Texas frontier and
important settiements closer to interior Mexico. According to one map, an Indian
village named Montezuma was located at the road's Colorado River crossing. Anglo
settiement of the area began in the carly 1820s, with Moses Austin’s plans for
colonization of the Brazos and Colorado River valleys. His son, Stephen F. Austin,
took leadership of the colonizing efforts following his father's death in June 1821. The
Mexican government gave permission for 300 families to settie in the colony, granting
each settler land for grazing and farming purposes. Austin eventually issued 1,540 land
grants between 1823 and 1831 (1988/89 Texas Almanag, 365). Each family received
one labor (177 acres) for farming and one sitio or legua (4,428 acres) for stockraising
(Fehrenbach, 140). The "Old Three Hundred” began their colonization efforts in
August 1821, although formal title to the land was not obtained until 1823. The
Colorado River crossing on the Atascosito Road was one of the first sites to be settled
in Austin's Colony, in late 1821 (Colorado County Chronicles, 35). It was originally
known as Beason's Ferry or Beason's Crossing, The community thrived, with 25
families living there by the early 1820s. Beason's Crossing grew as more Anglo settlers
came to Texas. Cook's Tavern at the crossing became an important meeting place for
the local colonists. A gristmill was also built at the site. Stephen F. Austin originally
platted a townsite along the Colorado River near Columbus for his colony's capital, but
he chose to settle in a more secure location at San Felipe on the Brazos (Colorado

County Chronicles, 40).

Self-government was established in the region in November 1822, when the settlers
along the Colorado River elected an alcalde (mayor) and militia commanders. By
1835, enough people had moved into the Colorado River valley that the colonists
petitioned for a new municipality, the basic unit of local government in Mexican
Texas. The Municipality of Colorado was organized in January 1836, by the
Provisional Government of Texas. Following the declaration of Texas Independence
and the fall of the Alamo in March 1836, the Repulic of Texas Army retreated
castward through the colony, camping at Beason's Ferry for six days. The setilement
there was burned on March 26, 1836, to prevent its capture and use by the Mexican
Army (The Handbook of Texas, 379). Settlers returned following the Texian victory at
San Jacinto, arriving on May 10th. Colorado County was an original county of the
Republic of Texas. Formal organization of the county took place in February 1837.

William B, DeWees, one of the "Old Three Hundred", and J.W.E. Wallace platted the
present town of Columbus on the west bank of the Colorado River and sold lots in
1837. Tradition holds that the Beason's Ferry community, on the east bank of the river,
had been known as Columbus as carly as 1835. A traveler visiting Columbus in the
summer of 1837 found only "two public houses, two small stores, and half-dozen
shanties" (Colorado County Chronicles, 52; from Muir's Texas in 1837). Bollaert -
reported that Columbus in 1843 still relied on barter as a means of trade (Colorado
County Chronicles, 55; from Bollaert's William Bollaert's Texas). Ferdinand Roemer,
on his visit, found eighteen or twenty frame houses, three stores, two taverns, and a

smithy in the town (Colorado County Chronicles, 57; from Roemer's T axas) In the
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early 1840s, an observer noted about 30 houses in the town {Von Wrede, 94). He went
on to say that the area, "with alternating forests and prairies, had likewise attracted
many settlers in the last few years and had already rewarded perseverance and
diligence in a considerable degree” (Von Wrede, 112).

Colorado County grew rapidly in the 1850s. This growth was due in large part to better
transportation access between the Gulf coast and the inland county. From the days of
the Republic until the Civil War, riverboat transportation was influential in the
development of Columbus. Cotton and other crops from area farms were traded for
goods from outside the state. Keelboats and flatboats were used for freight traffic until
the arrival of the first steamboat in 1845 (Colorado County Chronicles, 66). Columbus
was an important shipping point for area plantations, as it was reachable by steamboat
in all seasons. Riverboat traffic peaked in the 1850s, but quickly fell off with the start
of the Civil War. Stage lines were also important to Colorado County transportation. A
stage line began operation between Houston and Colorado County in 1839. This line
was extended westward by February 1847, when a mail route was established from
Houston to San Antonio (Colorado County Chrogicles, 68). Railroads came to
Colorado County in November 1859, when the Buffalo Bayou, Brazos, and Colorado
Railroad (BBB&C) reached Eagle Lake in the eastern part of the county. The BBB&C
led from Harrisburg, near present Houston, westward through the rich cotton regions of
ante-bellum Texas. The railroad then extended northwestward to reach the litide
communifty of Alleyton in 1860, causing a boom there.

Towns such as Eagle Lake, Oakland, and Alleyton were founded in the late 1850s, as
the county's population boomed (Colorado County Chronicles, 92-94). The population
jumped from 2,257 in 1850 to 7,885 in 1860, a growth of over 300 percent (1978-1979
Texas Almanac, 185). Cotton plantations as well as other farming enterprises
prospered during this period, making the county an atiractive place to settle. Most
settlers during this period were old-stock Anglo-Americans; however, some German
immigration had occurred before 1860 in parts of Colorado County, notably around the

Frelsburg area (Colorado County Courthouse Historic Structure Report, 7).

The county voted for secession from the Union in 1861. Several districts were
markedly against the measure, probably due to the pro-Union sentiments of German
immigrants. Several units of Confederate soldiers came from Colorado County. The
Civil War caused a great deal of hardship, as most white men left to serve in the army.
The County was forced to institute a welfare system to help needy families (Colorado
County Chronicles, 99-10). The town of Alleyton, on the east bank of the Colorado
River, became a bustling trade center during the war years, It was located at the
western terminus of the Buffalo Bayou, Brazos, and Colorado Railroad. Cotton from
Texas plantations was shipped to Alleyton and then loaded onto wagons bound for
Brownsville. The cotton was traded in Matamoros, Tamaulipas, Mexico, for arms and
ammunition. Alleyton was described in 1863 as a place "composed principally of
Mexican teamsters, their carts, teams, dogs and wives, cotton buyers, cotton sellers,
merchants, pedlars, speculators, foreigners, and soldiers” (Colorado County
Chronicles, 121).

Following the Confederate surrender, Union soldiers arrived in Columbus on June 24,
1865, to take control of the county and administer oaths of loyalty (Colorado County
Chronicles, 128). Reconstruction hurt Colorado County's economy badly, as the
plantation system collapsed. Planters, with much of their wealth based on slave
ownership, lost nearly all their fortunes and status after the war. Cotton plantations
were also hurt by army worm infestation and a heavy Federal cotton tax. Many fields
lay dormant due to labor shortages as freedmen tried to leave the plantations. Little
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documentation of slavery in Colorade County prior to the Civil War could be found.
One solution to the labor problem was to attract immigrants. Czechs and Germans
were encouraged to settie in Colorado County, and a large wave of migration took
place during the Reconstruction vears (The Handbook of Texas, 378-379). Radical
Reconstruction led to great political turmoil in the area as the military administration
appointed county officials. Lawlessness was a problem in the county, even under
military rule. Murders, lynchings, and arsons seem to have been numerous during these
years. This unrest and violence continued throughout the last quarter of the nineteenth
century, imperiling the county's future prosperity. The combination of unpopular
Reconstruction appointees, economic chaos, and a changing social order led to a great
deal of disorder. Disease brought more hardship to Colorado County, with yellow fever
epidemics in 1867 and 1873, During the 1873 epidemic, Columbus was nearly
deserted, as people fled to the country, terrified by the disease. Many citizens,
including the mayor, succumbed to yellow fever in 1873.

One hopeful sign of future prosperity eame in 1867, when the railroad line reached
Columbus. The BBB&C Raiiroad originally wanted to bypass Columbus and stretch its
line northwest to Austin. City leaders, however, organized a company to build a tap
line linking Columbus to the main line across the Colorado River. Work started in
1860, but the bridge was not completed until 1867, Railroad officials were so
impressed that they changed their line's alignment to pass through Columbus and
eventually extend to San Antonio. With the new rail bridge, Alleyton nearly vanished,
while Columbus boomed. A newspaper remarked that "new buildings are gomg up and
the spirits of the merchants are high. Plenty of good schools, churches, and society”
(C_ng_mdg_(;mm_ty_cmm 144). Coluinbus became even more important as a trade
hub in 1869, after the railroad completed a bridge over the Brazos River at the town of
Richmond, southeast of Columbus. Colorado County then became directly linked by
rél:"ll to Houston, Cotton could easily be shipped from the river valleys to the port at
veston.

Military rule ended in 1870 and Texas was readmitted to the Union. Radical
Republicans kept eontrol of state government, under Governor E. J. Davis. Davis was
extremely unpopular, as many people railed against heavy taxation, Radical political
appointees, and the prominent role of blacks in support of the Republicans,
Reconstruction fully ended in 1874, when Davis was defeated in his bid for re-clection

(Colorado County Chronicles, 153-155).

Following Reconstruction, Colorado County boomed, as farmland was again cultivated
and as the railroad brought ncw trade opportunities. The county's population doubled
during the 1870s, from 8,326 to 16,673 inhabitants. This growth continued for several
decades with 19,512 people in 1890 and 22,203 persons in 1900. The 1900 figure
marked the highest population for Colorado County, as the population leveled off and
slightly fell in the 20th century (1978-1979 Texas Almanac, 185). An 1878 article lists
the population of Columbus at 4,500, although this figure may be inflated {(Colorado

County Chronicles, 167).

Railroads multiplied during these years. A roundhouse and switches were built in
Columbus and later moved to Glidden to the west. In 1880, a Columbus-La Grange
railroad line was opened by the Southern Pacific Railroad. In the late 1880s, the San
Antonio and Aransas Pass Railroad laid track through the southern part of the county
(Colorado County Chronicles, 168). As the railroads moved into the county, towns
such as Weimar and Glidden were started along the route, while communities like
QOakland and Alleyton were bypassed. Non-rail transportation also improved after
Reconstruction. Until 1875, ferries had been used for non-rail taffic across the
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Colorado River. A toll bridge north of the courthouse at Columbus was completed in
1875, and an east bridge was built in 1886. Ferries were still used in times of flood.
The bridges improved farm-to-market transportation considerably. Telephone service
was also introduced in the county during the 1880s.

Many towns in southemn Colorado County were formed in the late 1800s, such as
Nada, Altair (1890), and Rock Island (1896). Upper Midwesterners, particularly those
from Iilinois, settled in that part of the county after the Civil War, but many returned
north over the succeeding years (Colorado County Chronicles, 176). Rice was first
planted near Eagle Lake in 1886, and it became a major crop in that area.

It was against this backdrop of explosive growth and optimism for the fumre that the
Commissioners’ Court decided to build a new courthouse and jail in 1889.

The land upon which the present courthouse is located was originally deeded from the
Mexican Government to Elizabeth Tumlinson on August 13, 1824. StephenF. Austin
and the Baron de Bastrop acted as agents for the government for this conveyance
(Colorado County Deed Records, 52:482). Mrs. Tumlinson received the one league
and one labor of 1and on behalf of her husband, who had been killed by Indians before
his 1and grant could be processed (Stein, 73). Her son, John J. Tumlinson, contested
her right to the land, as his right of heirship from his father. A local comrmittee
decided to divide the land among Elizabeth Tumlinson's six children upon her death,
based on a random drawing. John Tumlinson received Lot 2 of the land, on which
Ceolumbus is now located, on December 19, 1833 (Colorado County Deed Records,
J:626). James Wright, the executor of John Tumlinson, sold half of Lot 2 to W.B.
DeWees on September 6, 1834 (Colorado County Bonds and Deeds Transcribed,
A:36). In 1837, DeWees and J.W.E. Wallace developed the townsite of Columbus on
the land. On March 8, 1841, they donated two squares of land to Colorado County.
Each tract was 120 square varas. One of these squares, bounded by Walnut, Travis,
Spring, and Milam Streets, was used as the courthouse square (Colorado County Deed
Records, C:43). Willard Robinson offers Columbus as an example of how land was
often donated for public use in early Texas communities. Such donations were thought
to increase the desirability of a town. In the case of Colorado County, the county sold
the other donated land to finance the construction of a courthouse and jail (Robinson,

Texas Public Buildings, 18).

The first District Court session of Colorado County was held in April 1837. Legend
holds that Judge Robert "Three-Legged Willie" Williamson held court under one of the
many oak trees close to the present courthouse. It is unknown exactly which ree would
have been used, but many favor the "Court Oak" just east of the courthouse (Colorado

n Hi 5). Other local scholars believe court
was held 1ns1de a bulldmg, perhaps a schoolhouse, along the river (Colorado County's
Courthouses, 2). Later sessions of the court were held in various rented buildings. In
1838, lumber supposedly was cut in Bastrop for a courthouse and floated down the
Colorado River for capture at Columbus. Strong currents, however, caused the barrier
to fail and the lumber was lost (QQM&@Q@JMWM
Repon, 6). Plans for a permanent courthouse were made again beginning in October
1840, but the Commissioners’ Court nullified the construction contract in April 1842,
with rented buildings or private houses still used for court sessions. On January 30,
1847, N.H. Fisher was chosen to build a small, two-story courthouse for $950. Original
plans called for a courtroom and clerk’s room downstairs, and a clerk's room and two
jury rooms upstairs. Court records indicate that the building was built somewhat
differently, with both clerk's rooms on the first floor and the courtroom probably on the
second floor. The building's courtroom was also used as a school and for public

preaching (Colorado County's Courthouses, 3).
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The growth of the 1840s and 1850s caused commissioners to begin discussing
courthouse modifications or replacement as early as 1852, On May 16, 1853, the
commissioners chose A. Frazer to construct a courthouse and jail according to plans
drawn up by R.P. Boyce, Frazer died soon after construction began, with the county
paying his estate $1800 for work completed in November 1853. The total price for the
courthouse eventually totaled $10,365 (Colorado County's Courthouses, 3). On April
10, 1854, the commissioners' court was forced to rent a house for courtroom and office
space. Apparently, construction stopped for a considerable time, because G, T. Jamison
was recommended as the new contractor in February 1855, In October 1855, the old
courthouse was sold, although the commissioners believed the new courthouse had not
been finished properly. Jamison was not given his final payment unil March 1857,
with some commissioners still objecting to his work. In November 1857, the court
appointed a committee to select a site for a new jail and to determine work necessary to
compilete the courthouse. The pace was slow on this project as well, for the court
appropriated $1,000 for the plastering and finishing of the courthouse in February 1859

n rth , 3-4). Such items as interior furnishings and window
curtains were purchased in May and August 1859, signifying the occupancy of the new
courthouse (Colorado County Court House Historic Structure Report, 24). The
building was painted as early as 1860, with many accounts of routine repairs
throughout its life.

A wooden fence was placed around the courthouse square in 1860 and was apparently
replaced in 1870 (Colorado County's Courthouses, 5). However, an iron fence was
erected in 1882 by E.T. Barnum in an effort to better prevent livestock from entering
the courthouse grounds. Although the work was initially not accepted by the court, the
fence remained. The first water well on the square was also drilled in 1860, to be used
by anyone needing the water. Four gazebos also existed on the grounds. According to
local citizen Myrah Jane Draper, the gazebos were water wells (Draper Interview 28
May 1993). 1t is not known when these gazebos were built, but historic photographs
indicate that they were present before the 1909 renovation. At one point a county
comumnissioner, R. R. Hadner, had one of the gazebos moved to his yard. When the
family sold the property, thcy returned the gazebo to the county with a plaque on it
memorializing Hadner, The present gazebo is the last one mmammg Other courthouse
grounds builidngs included an outhouse which was installed in 1871 (Colorado

County's Courthouses, 4-3).

By the Iate 1880s, the explosive growth of the county, no doubt, had caused
overcrowding in the courthouse, then over thirty years old. Continued expansion of the
county seemed inevitable, reflected in optimistic newspaper accounts of the county, its
natural resources, and its future prosperity (Colorado Citizen, October 22, 1889).

2. Colorado County Courtouse between 1881 and 1911:

In 1881, the Texas legislature passed an Act permitting each county to finance the
construction of courthouses through the sale of bonds. This Act was amended in 1884
to also include the financing of jails through the sale of bonds (Robinson, The People's
Architecture, 86). Thus, numerous new courthouses, including the Colorado County -
Courthouse, were built in the ensuing two decades. As noted in the Commissioner’s
Court Minutes in 18835, the court decided to levy a tax of ten cents on each $100 worth
of property in the county in order to finance both a new courthouse and a new jail in
Columbus. In May 1889, the residents of Columbus petitioned the county for a new
courthouse (Colorado County's Courthouse, 5). On June 26, 1889, the courthouse
committee employed Eugene T. Heiner of Houston as architect.
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Eugene T. Heiner, born in New York in 1852, was the first established professional
architect in Houston by the late nineteenth century. He had begun his training at the
age of thirteen in Chicago, Illinois. He then moved to Terre Haute, Indiana were he
practiced architecture until moving to Texas in 1876 (Robinson, The People's
Architecture, 61). His first major commission in Texas was the Galveston County Jail,
for which he won in a design competition in 1878 (Robinson, The People's
Architecture, 59). After this work, Heiner designed many jails all over the state of
Texas, including the Tarrant County Jail, the Harris County Jail, and the Victoria
County Jail. In 1881, Heiner won the competition to expand and reface the Galveston
County Courthouse built in 1875 by Nicholas Clayton (Robinson, The People's
Architecture, 59). Heiner continued to build courthouses throughout the nineteenth
century. He also designed many commercial and residential buildings including the
Houston Cotton Excbange and numerous homes for prominent Houstonites. Heiner
was the founding member of the Texas State Association of Architects in 1886.

Courthouses designed by Heiner in the 1880s were very similar in style. When
comparing the Falls County Courthouse in Marlin, built 1886-88, the Austin County
Courthouse in Bellville, built 1888, and the Walker County courthouse in Huntsville,
built 1888, one notices that they share many similar features. Heiner mixes elements of
Italian Renaissance and French Second Empire to create an elegant three-story
structure with a tall mansard roof and central tower rising up from the middle. 1t is
interesting to note that before deciding on plans for their courthouse, the courthouse
committee from Columbus toured the Falls County Courthouse (Colorado County
Compmissioners' Court Minutes, 3:371-5).

The court decided 1o build the jail and the courthouse at the same time. Four different
structures were proposed: a courthouse of all stone, one of stone with brick backing
and brick inside walls, one of all brick, and one of brick with stone trimmings. The
combination of brick and stone was the plan chosen. The choice of materials reflects a
regional character since in the Gulf Coast Plains, where Columbus is located, stone is
scarce, but clay is abundant and therefore many buildings are of brick (Robinson,

Buildings, 59). On August 23, 1889, an advertisement for bids on the two
buildings appeared in the local Columbus paper, The Colorado Citizen, and in the
Galveston News (Colorado County Commissioners' Court Minutes, 4:29). The bid was
awarded to the firm of Martin, Byrne, and Johnston of Colorado City, Texas, to "erect
said buildings with brick and Belton stone trimmings and complete same work except
the iron work on the jail" for a cost of $54,596 (Colorado County Commissioners'
Court Minutes, 4:33).

Work began on the foundations in 1889. Further excavations were necessary in 1890 in
order to elevate the building higher above the water table (Colorado County
Comissioners' Court Minutes, 4: 121). There is evidence of a delay in construction after
the foundations were laid. An article in the Colorado Citizen remarks that the
completion of the building would save the county money since they must pay rent for
other buildings in the meantime (Colorado Citizen, April 10, 1890, 3). The contractors
decided to build a brick plant in the area instead of shipping brick in from elsewhere,
following a petition from the citizens of Columbus for such an arrangement. This was
beneficial both to the town and the contractors. According to another article in the
Colorado Citizen, “Heretofore it has 